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KAMICAMI. NO ITADAK] 


VOLUME; O11 


HESS) 
GYMALUORY, 














8 JUNE 1924 
12:30 
AT 8260 








A FOSSIL OF 
TRILOBITE! 














FIRST FOSSIL 
EVER FOLIND 
60 HIGH! 


BUT THIS PLACE 
WAS COVERED 
BY THE SEA 
MANY YEARS 





WHAT STRENGTH, 
WHAT PHENOMENAL 
POWER COULD HAVE 
BROUGHT THE SEA 

AT THIS ALTITUDE 





HAVE PASSED 
SINCE THEY 
LEFT LIVERPOOL, 
ON FEBRUARY 















BUT THE SKY 
SEEMS TO BE 
MORE CLEAR 
ABOVE THIS 
HILLSIDE 





IF THE WIND 
REMAINS AND 
THE SKY REMAINS 
CLEAR OVER THE 
LINE OF CREST, 
‘THE CONDITIONS 
ARE NOT BAD 
BY MOMENTS, 
THE BEAMS OF 
THE SUN LEAK 
OUT THROUGH 


IF, AS EXPECTED, 
MALLORY AND 
IRVINE LEFT THE 
CAMP NUMBER 6 
EARLY THIS 





HE DIDN'T HAVE 
THE LUCK T0 SET 
OUT TO CONQUER 

THE HIGHEST SUMMIT 
OF THE WORLD BLIT, 


AS CONSOLATION, 
HE WAS THE FIRST 
i] _ ONE TO BE ABLE 
TO STUDY THIS STILL |Z" 
1] UNEXPLORED ZONE. 





T'M ACCLIMATISED 
‘TO THE HEIGHT 
EVEN BETTER 
THAN T THOUGHT 





T’M OUT OF 

BREATH BUT 
I FEEL THAT T 
STILL HAVE ALL 
‘My STRENGTH 

















LIKED WALKING 
ON THE SUMMIT 
OF EVEREST, THE 





NEVERTHELESS, \_ 
I'S NOT ME 
WHO WAS: 


MY PHYSICAL 
CONDITION IS 


EXCELLENT AND 
TIM ACCLIMATISED 
TO THE HEIGHT 
‘MUCH BETTER 


HE PREFERRED 
TO LEAVE WITH 
IRVINE BECALISE 
OF HIS SKILLS FOR 
THE MECHANICS 
WHICH ALLOW 
HIM TO REPAIR 
OXYGEN DEVICES. 














CLOUDS TORE 
‘SUDDENLY TO 
LET PLACE AT 
A BLUE AND 
CLEAR SKY 





oy 








WOULD THEIR 
PROGESSION 
NOT HAVE 
TAKEN SOME 
DELAY 
? 


TO BE 
TRVINE 





‘THEY SHOULD 
ALREADY BE 
ENGAGED ON 
THE SUMMIT’S 
EDGE 


PROBLEM WHICH 
WOULD HAVE 
DELAYED THEIR 


MET A DIFFICULT 
PASSAGE ON 


THE ROAD WHICH 
WOULD HAVE 
MADE THEM TO 
WASTE TIME 
? 





THEY STILL 
HAVE SOME 
TIME LEFT, 





















coups 









‘SCENE AND 
IT WAS THE 
LAST TIME 
WHEN NOEL 





SAW BOTH 
SILHOUETTES 


JUNE 8TH 1924, 
MALLORY AND IRVINE} 
DISAPPEARED AND 

LEFT BEHIND THEM | 
THE MYSTERY OF 
THE FIRST ASCENT 

| OF EVEREST. 
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JUNE 1993, pee 

KATHMANDU, f= 

CAPITAL OF 
NEPAL 















































_ See oe) 
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A 
MYSTERIOUS} 


LABYRINTH 
LIKE city Frey 




















CHEAP 
CARPETS! 
CHEAP! 

















THis 
TIME AGAIN, 
FUKAMACHI 
HAD MADE 
THIS TRIP AS 
PHOTOGRAPHER 
IN A JAPANESE 
TEAM COME TO 
OVERCOME 
EVEREST. 














ee 
ee 





THINK 19S 
BETTER TO 
GIVE UP ON 
THIS FIRST 

ASSAULT 


15 IT OK FOR 
EVERYBODY 
7 


115 100 
DANGEROUS 
TO CONTINUE 


a 
oy 





ALL RIGHT, 
UNDERSTOOP. 


BE CAREFUL 
‘ON THE RE- 
DESCENT 












































WAS WALKING} 
AIMLESSLY 























FEELINGS | 
WHICH 
|OPPRESSED| 
|HIM WOULD) 











IT SEEMS THAT 
T WALKED UNTIL 
TAMEL WITHOUT, 





THIS MATERIAL 
HAS BEEN 
LEFT BY THE 


IT's NOT 
*SHERPAS 


EXPENSIVELY 
im] AS ABROAD. 


NEPALESE 
NAME FOR 
EVEREST 








IT SEEMS 
IT'S MORE 
AN ANTIQUE 
DEALERSHIP 

7 RATHER 
THAN A SHOP 


OF MOUNTAIN | 


EQUIPMENT 


H 
H 


CORDE, 
BuDDUIST’s fe 
Nereumenre| | 











FUKAMACHI 
HAD THE 
FEELING 


























yes, IT's i 
z vest Pocket 
sae ; AUTOGRAPHIC 
KODAK SPECIAL 


IF MY 
MEMORIES 
ARE RIGHT, 

IT WAS INDEED 
THIS MODEL 








‘**CAN YOU PROPOSE ME A CHEAPER PRICE? 








FUKAMA- 
CHI DIDN'T] 
SUSPECT 
ANYTHING A, 



































ally e best beer 
0 


COUNTRY ROA 








THIS CAMERA 


|| WOULD BRING 


| HIM TO MEET 








FUKAMACHI 
WAS ABOUT TO MEET 
HABU JOJI, A SAVAGE 
MAN WHO MARKED THE 
WORLD OF CLIMBERS 
BEFORE TO DISAPPEAR 
SOMEWHERE IN THE 
HIMALAYAS. 
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WHAT WAS: 








INCREDIBLE 





IMPOSSIBLE 
aut ir 
REMAINS 
NOT VERY 
LIKELY 














IT TURNS 
OUT THAT 
THIS CAMERA 
Is INDEED 
THE ONE T 
THINK IT IS 








I'D HAVE REALLY 
BEEN FORTUNATE TO 
PROLONG MY STAY 
IN KATHMANDU 





A IN KATHMANDU, 
‘| DURING THE RAIN 








THEY WERE SEVEN 
WHEN ARRIVING AT 
KATHMANDU, IN APRIL. 
BUT THEY WERE NO 








Toe 
oe 
oe 


= 


PaIuRe. | 
“i a 
a 
i 
Se 


THE FINAL ASSAULT 
HAD BEEN DELAYED, 
‘THE MONSOON WAS. 
ABOUT TO BEGIN. 
EVERYBODY TRIED 
THEIR BEST, BUT 
AFTER ALL, TWO 
MEMBERS OF THE 
EXPEDITION DIED ON 
THE HILLSIDE OF 
THE SOUTHWEST 
SIDE. 








THE HEIGHT 
| _ Asie, 


THE PLACE 
PRESENTED 
HNO TECHNICAL | 
DIFFICULTIES. 


HERE, 
FUNASIMA 











THEY HAD 
UST GIVEN 
fem | uP PURSUING 
Bay THE ASCENT AND] 
BEGAN TO COME 
DOWN, THEN 












































FUKAMICHI 
TRIED HARD 
TO FORGET 


|| PRESENT IN 
His SPIRIT. 





‘| THelR Faces. 

















|| THE RED OF 





FUKAMICHI'S 
RUCKSACK 
HAD BECOME 
SOAKED IN 
HIS RETINAS. 








‘THE ORIGINALITY 
s| OF THIS ASCENT'S |g 
ATTEMPT OF MT. 
EVEREST LAY IN 
THE AGE OF ITS 
PARTICIPANTS : 
EXCEPT FUKAMICHI, 








ONE WAS A DOCTOR, 
ANOTHER ONE WAS 
AEMPLOYEE AT A 
COMPANY, THE THIRD 
CONTROLLED A REAL 
ESTATE AGENCY, 
COMMON PEOPLE 
WHO ATTACKED THE 
HIGHEST SUMMIT 
OF THE WORLD. 

















TO TAKE 
SOME PICTURES 
FOR AN PHOTO 
ALBUM BEFORE 
RETURNING TO 

















| BECAUSE | 
T Smut 
HAVE TO 
TAKE SOME! 
PICTURES. | 
THAT'S ALL, 











Au! 
FUKAMICHI- 
SAN? 




















VEST POCKET 
ALITOGRAPHIC 
KODAK SPECIAL 


IT'S INDEED THE 
MODEL THAT MALORY 
HAD WITH HIM ON. 
HIS ASSALILT OF MT. 
EVEREST IN 1924, 








WHAT'S 
GOING ON, 
FUKAMICHI- 

SAN? 


WHY ARE YOU 
60 INTERESTED 
IN THAT CAMERA 

SUDDENLY? 


ID YOU FIND 
OUT SOMETHING 
INTERESTING 
2 








OH! SO MUCH 
MYSTERY! COME 
‘ON, TELL ME 
WHAT'S ABOUT! 


IT HAVE TO 
PURSLIE MY 
INVESTIGATION] 








IT HAS TO BE 
REALLY SERIOUS 
FOR YOU TO CALL 
‘ME FROM NEPAL! 





YOU'LL BE THE 
FIRST TLL CALL 
WHEN T HAVE 


AT YOUR 
SERVICE 
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‘SHAKE UP THE 
HISTORY OF 
HIMALAYAN 

CLIMBING. 










































































HE HOPED 
THAT HIS 
INTERLOCLITOR 
WOULD LISTEN 
ITO His HEsITAN 

ENGLISH 























IT'S ABOUT 
THE CAMERA 
T BOUGHT 
YESTERDAY. 


T HAVE SOME 
QUESTIONS 
To ask you | 





CAN YOU TELL 
‘ME WHO SOLD 
IT TO % 

















ek 
Se 
— 











IT'S NO USE 
70 INSIST. 











By 
SELLING 











BUT, APPARENTLY, § 
IT WAS WORTH MORE 4; UP IT TO YOu 
‘MONEY THAN WHAT FOR ONLY 


I THOUGHT OF - LN 160 DOLLARS 


THAT'S WHY T 
WOULD LIKE 











BUT IT MEANS 

THAT THERE'S 

ALSO PEOPLE 
INTERESTED IN 





NOTHING. FOR 
SOMEONE WHO 
DOESN'T HAVE 
INTEREST IN IT, 


S IT's Just AN 


OLD CAMERA 
OUT OF USE 








HOW MUCH TIME} 
DO YOU THINK 
YOU NEED TO 





AND IF T'M ABLE 
TO REMEMBER 
SOMETHING, 
TILL CALL YOU! 





THAT'S FOR 
THE PHONE 
AND YOUR 
EXPENSES 








FUKAMICHI WROTE 
(ON A PIECE OF 
PAPER THE PHONE 
NUMBER OF SAIYU 


WHICH TOOK CARE 
OF FUKAMICHI'S 
EXPEDITION. 





















































Irs 
Ae eee wich 
SELLS EVERYTHING 
AND ANYTHING, FROM 
MCUNTAN EQUIPMENT Krag. (CZs 
TO SOUVENIRS, AND |=) *- 
ong auperice * 
OBJECTS. > 














MANI KUMAR IS 

NOT ASHAMED OF 

MAKING TRADES: 
WITH STOLEN 


THAT CARRIERS 
‘STOLE FROM 
EXPEDITIONS 
WHICH THEIR 
‘ACCOMPANY. 


WAS STOLEN, 
FOUND IT IN 
"SAGARMATHA". 

















I NEVER HEAR 
ANYTHING GOOD 
ABOUT THIS 
SHOP. 


IT'S A STORY 
WHICH MADE 

LITTLE NOISE 
AT THAT TIME. 





DON'T HAVE 
ANY PARTICULAR 
































BOOK SHOP. 


BAL 











‘A BOOK FROM TOM 
HOLZEL, WRITTEN IN 
COLLABORATION WITH 
AUDREY SALKED. A 
DEEP INVESTIGATION ON 
THE DISAPPEARANCE OF 
MALLORY DURING HIS 
ASCENT’S ATTEMPT OF 
‘MT. EVEREST. 




































































|) FUKAMICHI HADN'T 
IMAGINED A SINGLE} 
MOMENT IN WHICH 
‘SOMEONE WOULD 
HAVE STOLEN THE 
CAMERA FROM HIM, 
ESPECIALLY NOT 
IN SUCH A SHORT 
AMOUNT OF TIME 




















EL 














Fi] eNoucH to | 
CALL ALL THE | 








ae 


Eee 


THEN, HE 

by JUST NEEDED TO 

7 Pr 15% BRIBE A BOY OR 

GUARDED / A CHAMBERMAID. 
LIKE YOu NOTHING MORE 


CAN FIND [EN 2 See > y SS] easy FOR MANI |” 


IN JAPAN 





1 COULD 
DECLARE THE 
THEFT TO THE 

POLICE, BUT 


= 


ee 


11'S NOT 
LIKELY THAT 
WAY T'LL BE 








BESIDES, 

IT ISN'T THE 
CAMERA 
WHICH HE'S 
INTERESTED IN, 
IT'S THE MONEY} 
HE THINKS 
HE CAN GET 


























DEPTHS OF 


HIMSELF. i 











GO AHEAD, 
SINCE YOU'RE 
0 EAGER 
ABOUT IT 


YOU'RE FREE 
TO DO AS 
YOU WISH! 


LIVE YOUR LIFE 
‘AS YOU WISH, 
T CANT ASK 
FOR MORE! 


ul is 
. s 


LIKE THAT, 
‘ME TOO, TLL 
LIVE MINE AS 
I WISH. IT'S 


INTO His BED, 
_ | BUT His sLeeP 
WAS LIGHT, 
STICKY. 








FUKAMICHI 
DIDN'T LEAVE 
IHIS ROOM ALL 

DAY LONG. 
































WENT BACK 
TO JAPAN! 











HE OFTEN BRINGS 
ME HIS DISCOVERIES 
IN ORDER FOR ME 
TO RESELL THEM. 





COULD You j IT'S HIM WHO 
EXPLAIN ME | BROUGHT ME 


THAT CAMERA 








T BELIEVE HE'S 
WORKING AS A 
CARRIER ON THE 
ROAD OF MT. 
EVEREST. 














WITH THEM, 
THERE WAS 


IT WAS A 
JAPANESE 
LIKE YOU 








SINCE HE 
DIDN'T HAVE A 
WORK THERE, 
HE DECIDED 
TO COME TO 
KATHMANDU 
TOBE A 


I MUST MEET 

THIS KOTAMA. 

WHERE DOES 
HE LIVE? 


IT MEANS 
THAT HE'S 
HERE? 











HE'S 
MOST LIKELY TELL ME 
PLAYING HIS. WHERE T 
‘MONEY. CAN FIND 
HIM, 











<Pz-anme 








GENERALLY, WHEN 
THEY DON'T HAVE 
WORK ANYMORE, 
CARRIERS GO 
BACK TO THEIR 
VILLAGES. 











THEY SET 
UP THEMSELVES: 
UNDER THE OVER- 
HAND OF SHIVA AND 
PARVATI'S TEMPLE, 
ON DURBAR PLACE. 








Asi 
WHERE YOU 
CAN FIND HIM, 
SOMEONE WILL 
CERTAINLY BE 
ABLE TO TELL 
You. 

















STOLEN FROM YOU. 
T MAY BE ABLE TO 
HELP YOU TO 
FIND IT. 

















YOU KNOW, 


Be] I THINK IKNOW EXCHANGE. 
4 WHO TO ASK TO FE: 























T HAVE FEW QUESTIONS 
TO ASK TO YOU ABOUT 
AN OLD CAMERA THAT 
YOU SOLD TO NARADAR 

RASENDRA, 


Se 
ae 














90 You 
KNOW HIM 
2 


Was IT HIM 
WHO ASKED 














INDEED. 





T DON'T KNOW 
HIM BY ANY 
OTHER NAME. 


CALLED HIM 
BIKHALU 
‘SANH. 





11's THIS 
. CAMERA WHICH 

TILL TELL YOU INTERESTED 

EVERYTHING, d 
BUT NOT HERE, 
LET'S GO TALK 

SOMEWHERE 

ELSE. 














TELL ME ABOUT 
THIS JAPANESE, 
AND WHY HE 
GAVE YOU THIS 
CAMERA. 








WHY 
ARE YOU SO 
INTERESTED 














I AGREE, 
BUT FIRST, 
TID LIKE You 
TO EXPLAIN, 


| eveRyTHING 
IS CLEAR NOW, 
|| THAT's wry 








Wy THAT, You'LL 
|| Have Ir arTeR 
‘ANSWERING 
MY QUESTION |. 
i 


IF I TALK, 
YOU'LL TELL 








WHAT T WANT 
TO KNOW, IS 
WHO IS THIS 


“BIKHALU SANH" ga 


AND WHERE 
DOES HE Live! 








SUDDENLY 
‘A MUSKY 
‘SMELL FILLED 
THE ROOM 




















BIKHALU 
SANH... 











THE MAN 
WHO WAS 
NICKNAMED 
“THE 
POISONOUS 
SNAKE” WAS 
STANDING 
HERE. 











I HAVE TO 
TALK WITH 


WAS INDEED [fal 


IN CONFIDENT] 
JAPANESE 
THAT HE 


EXPRESSED | fl] 
HIMSELF. ff 








‘IT SOUNDED 
INTERESTING, 
WHAT YOU WERE 
TALKING ABOUT! 








"AROUND 60 EUROS / 45 USD 














IT LOOKS 
LIKE I'VE 


+0 PEADEWDOD = 














TOO BAD. YOU 
SHOULD HAVE 
GONE BACK TO 
POKHARA AS 

‘SOON AS YOU 





/ 


HE TRIED TO) 


REMEMBER. 


IT SEEMED 
LIKE YOU 
WERE LLICKY 

















T HOPE THAT Goon! 
ALL THE OBJECTS : 
THAT YOU STOLE 
ARE STILL WITH 


WHAT IS 
SURE, IT'S 
THAT THE 
CAMERA 1S 
NOT IN THE 
SAGARMARTHA 

















HE TALKED 


ABOUT HIS 
‘SUSPICION 














THAT, AS THE SAME 
TINE, AN ENGLISH 
EXPEDITION WAS IN 
THE BASE CAMP. 


I UNDER- 
‘STOOD THAT 
THIS MAN STOLE 
THE CAMERA FROM 


You, BUT HOW DID 








KOTAMA WAS AMONG| 
THE CARRIERS WHO 
WERE CALLED IN AS 
REINFORCEMENTS TO 
BRING BACK DOWN ji} 
IENGLISH'S EQUIPMENT J 





THEY GOT BACK 

FROM THE CAMP 

AROUND 5 DAYS 
BEFORE US. 








THEY STOPPED 
BY A SHERPA 
TAT I KNEW, WHO | | 
GeNTLy auTHoRiceD | [7 
THAT WE INSTALL AN | P= 
ACCLIMATION CAMP 
FOR KOTAMA ON 


CAUSE THEY 
COULDN'T DO. 
ANYTHING ELSE, 
THE SIRDAR® 
BROUGHT HIM 


AT THE CAMP, HE 
WAS COMPLETELY 
KNOCKED-OUT BY 
MOUNTAIN SICK- 





AND HE BROUGHT 
WITH HIM, THE 
COW-BELLS, 
THE BUDDHISTS 
STATUETTES AND 
THE CAMERA 


THAT WERE IN 
THE SHERPA'S 


NEXT DAY, 
OUR GUY HAD 
DISAPPEARED. 

















HE FELT, 
THAT SOME- 
WHERE IN HI 








HE KNEW 
THIS MAN 








re 


IS 











THE MAN IN 
RONT OF YOU 


WHAT INTERESTS 
ME NOW, IS TO 
KNOW WHERE 

THE CAMERA IS! 


No! I DID 

















“ IT'S MANI KUMAR 
ITMEANS gl WHO ASKED ME TO 
THAT IT'S INTERROGATE THE 
JAPANESE TO KNOW 
WHY HE WAS SO 
INTERESTED IN 


























THEN, IT'S 
REALLY YOU TILL SEE 
IF T HAVE 





YOU MUST 
HAVE MADE 
A MISTAKE. 


REPEAT WHAT 
YOU SAID TO Us 
FEW MINUTES 
460. 


You WON'T EVER | T'LL MAKE IT 
FIND A JOB ASA | _VERY CLEAR 
CARRIER ON THE ‘OR YOU THAT, 
KHUMBU, NEITHER / IF YOU ANGER 
ELSEWHERE. THE SHERPAS 














WHICH ARE 
DISPLAYED 
STATUETTES 





A LANDSLIDE OF 
‘STONES COULD 
‘SWOOP DOWN 
‘ON YOU WHILE 








sOMe- 
ONE Gives 
YOU A JOB, 
BE CAREFUL. 


ITLL BE IMPOSSIBLE 
FOR YOU TO BE A 
CARRIER IF THIS 
BUSINESS IS TAKEN 
BY THE POLICE. 




















WASN'T IT 
THE NAME OF 

A FAMOUS 
SHERPA WHO 
REACHED THE 

SUMMIT OF 
MT, EVEREST 
TWO TIMES ANI 


UNLESS: 

YOU PREFER 

THAT WE GO 

10 SEE THE 

POLICE WITH 

OUR FRIEND 
2 








ANG TSHERING 


k] THE MEMORY DIDN'T 
COME BACK CLEARLY 
BUT IT WAS A NAME 
THAT HE ASSOCIATED 
IT THE HIMALAYAS 














GIVE US 
WHAT WE 











AMAN 
I'VE NEVER 
‘SEEN BEFORE 

BY THIS 
MORNING. 


HE WANTED 
TO SELL ME 

ALOT OF 
THINGS. 


LIKE T PRESUMED 
THAT IT WAS STOLEN 
G00DS, I TOOK HIS 
KIT FOR A SMALL 
PRICE. 



























































YES. 
I'D LIKE TO 
KNOW MORE 
ABOUT 


1D WITH HIM 
DURING HIS ASCENT 
OF MT. EVEREST 
IN 1924, 


LISTEN TO ME! 
IT'S INDEED 
ORY'S 








‘MAYBE YOU 
MIGHT'VE 


FOUND IT 
YOURSELF 
2 











TO DEVELOP 
THIS FILM 








I'M TELLING 
YOU THAT T 
DON’T KNOW. 


LISTEN TO ME 
CAREFULLY, 
I REPEAT THE 
SAME THING AS 
‘MAN! KUMAR 



































HABU-SAN! 









































: ~ 
WHAT IS. Z i wre ae 
HE DONG : WO, 
HERE, IN = : : 


NEPAL 
2 
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fe FUKAMACHI 
HASN'T LEFT His 
HOTEL ROOM 


THESE PAST 
THREE DAYS, 


MT. EVEREST 
‘AND MALLORY. 


























WAS THE LOOK 
MT. EVEREST ff 
PRESENTED 
WHEN ODELL 
HAD SEEN 
‘MALLORY AND 
IRVIN FOR THE 
LAST TIME. 


ae ree 


_ 


- 
Lo 


MyYRIADS 
OF STARS : 5 
: IN 
FUKAMACHI'S 

‘MIND, THE 

SCENE WAS 

(occuReD 

AT NIGHT. 


— = 
ee 
oe | oe 
Ae 
rr | 
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ee 
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oe 





THE 
ABSOLUTE 
SILENCE 





























eur 
LOOKING 
AT THIS 
SILHOUETTE 
MOVING AWAY, 
PUKAMACHI 1S 


ID OVERWHELMED 
By DESPAIR. 





| 


. 


a 


HE WOULD 


ALWAYS WAKE F 


IT SEEMED TO 
FUKAMACH! THAT IT 
WASN'T TOWARD 
THE TOP THAT 
THE MAN WAS 
HEADING 


| 
a rr—“ ee 
CO ee eee 
So 
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oe 
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TRAVELLER 
FINISH BY 

















AFTER 
OPENING HIS 
EYES, FUIKAMACHI| 
REMAINED IN HIS | 














— oo 


- 
oe 









IT MIGHT BE 
BECAUSE 
MALLORY 

DIDN'T LEAVE 

HIS THOUGHTS 
FOR A SINGLE 








WHO ASKED 
HIM WHY HE 
WANTED TO 
CLIMB THE 
EVEREST. 





I STILL DIDN'T 


SEE THE OTHERS: 
MEMBERS OF THE 

EXPEDITION. I ONLY 
TALKED TO THEM 





THE FIRST 
THING T DID WHEN 
T ARRIVED WAS 
10 PAY A VISIT TO 
lOKA'S AND FUNA- 
SIMA'S FAMILIES 
0 DEPOSIT AN 
INCENSE STICK ON 
THEIR ALTARS. 





I's 100 

BAD THAT 
THIS ALBUM 

WON'T BE 
ABLE TO BE 
PUBLISHED. fos 











Irs 
REALLY A 
WASTE, SLICH 
BEAUTIFUL 
PHOTOS 


‘IT WOULD BE A 
‘SHAME TO NOT 
USE THEM. T 
WOULD LIKE TO 
USE SOME OF 


















No, 
T QUESTIONED ALL PRECISELY 
‘THE PEOPLE WHO sisoncey 


WERE LIKELY TO 
KNOW THE ACTUAL 
WHEREABOUTS 
OF HABU, BUT 
T FAILED. 


NOTHING. 

























BR FIND SOME-| 
By THING? 








IT’S NOT 
‘SURPRISING 
THAT ALMOST 
NOBODY STILL 
CARES ABOUT 








I WONDER FOR 
WHICH REASON 
YOU INQUIRE 

‘ABOUT HIM 


T WOULD LIKE 
TO KNOW WHY 
HE SUDDENLY 








APTER ALL, 
THE RESEARCH 
I'VE MADE IS 











THE 
FIRST ONE IS. 
THE DATE OF 
HIS ACCIDENT 
IN THE BIG 
JORASSES. 


THE SECOND 
WAS TAKEN WITH 
THE MEMBERS OF 

THE EXPEDITION 
WHICH TRIED 
TO CLIMB MT. 

EVEREST. 








THOSE ARE 
THE PHOTOS 
I TALKED TO 
YOU ABOUT. 








YOU SHOULD 
ASK KLIDO TO 
PUT YOU IN 
CONTACT WITH 


HE WILL 
CERTAINLY 
BE ABLE 
TO HELI 


ARE THE ONLY 
COPIES OF THE 
PHOTOS THAT 
APPEARED IN 

OUR MAGAZINE. 
6 THAT OK? 


PERFECT. 
THANK YOu 
VERY MUCH! 








THAT'S TRUE. 
TLL ASK HIM. 























THE SEVERE GLANCE 
WITH WHICH HE LAID 
DOWN THE OBJECTIVE 
OF THE CAMERA HAD 
SOMETHING OF THE 
GLEAM WHICH SHONE 
IN THE EYES OF THE 


MAN THAT T MET 
IN KATMANDOU. 


Ls 








_ 


- 




















I. WAS TOLD 
THAT THIS HABU 
WAS REALLY 


UNPLEASANT 


AS IF IT WERE 
TOO INTENSE TO 
BE CONTAINED, 


HIS FEELINGS, 


ITS FEELINGS 
































"LIKEWISE, 
T.DON'T ASK 


TO LIVE IN 
LONELINESS 
TWAT COULD 
BE SEEN IN 

Ny THIS MAN. 


SOMETHING 
DEEPLY TOUCHING 
COME OUT FROM 
THIS PHOTOGRAPH. 








THERE WAS 
SOMETHING 
IN THIS 
INDEFINABLE 
EXPRESSION! 
OF His THAT 
WAS REALLY} 
ATTRACTIVE. 



































DEFINITELY 
THE SAME 





| REALLY WAS 
§ HABU JOJI 
S APTER ALL! 











3] CONCERNING 


HABU, 
INCLUDING 
SOME KIND 
OF WEIRD 
RUMOURS. 


\ 


CHTCALU TNS 





i 










































































he 














DURING 
SOME TIME, 

| HE WAS WeLL 
KNOWN AND. 

TREATED LIKE 


‘MOUNTAIN, Cowie 


HE IS 
FAMOUS 
AS "THE 





ee WHAT IS SURPRISING, 
| Is THAT HABU SUDDENLY 


oe 
DISPPEARED FROM THE 
IDPOINT OF THE ALPINIS/ 
APTERTHE HIMALAYAN 
MOVEMENT IN 1985. 














‘AND HOW 




















ON EARTH 
DID HE GAIN 
POSSESSION 
OF THIS 
CAMERA? WHAT IS 
HE DOING 
IN NEPAL | 
? 
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THE RUMOUR 
CLAIMS THAT 


| MT. EVEREST AT 
THIS TIME WAS 
WORTH OF A 
DEFINITIVE 


















EXCUSE ME 
FOR HAVING 



























HE CLIMBED THEM 
INCREDIBLY FAST, 
AS IF HIS LIFE WAS 
DEPENDING ON IT. 


90 YOU 
KNOW 
WHERE IT WAS REALLY 
SOMETHING TO 
‘SEE THIS GUY 
cuMe! 





EVENTS IN 
MT. EVEREST, 





BEFORE THAT, HE 
WOULD CALL ME OR 
SEND ME A POSTCARD 
FROM TIME TO TIME, 
60 I KNEW MORE OR 
LESS WHAT HE WAS 
DOING AT THE TIME. 


BUT NOW, 
DON'T EVEN 
KNOW IF HE'S 

STILL ALIVE 











TF TM NOT 
MISTAKEN, 
IT WAS IN 





HE CAME TO My | lie 
HOUSE, LIKE THAT, | 


IT WAS TO 
ASK ME IF HE 
COULD JOIN 
‘OUR CLUB. 





REALLY 
2 











He was very \ 
RED AND FIXED 

ON ME LIKE 
HE WANTED TO 
INTIMIDATE ME. 


‘THE TONE OF 
HIS VOICE WAS 
AGGRESSIVE. 





NN N 


I WANT TO 
BE PART OF 
YOUR CLUB! 








YOU AND 
SHINSUKU |] THE OTHERS 
STATION! || MEMBERS OF 

THE CLUB! 















































BECAUSE T 
DON'T HAVE 
PARENTS. 





THERE MAKING 
FUN OF YOU 
z ? 


EVERYONE LOOKS 
AT ME AS IF T 
WAS SOME KIND 
OF MORON. 








HABU 
LOST His 
PARENTS 


THEY DIED 
IN A BUS 
ACCIDENT 

WHEN THEY 





HE WAS His LITLE 


SISTER 
are ue 4 <a DIED TOO 
M a 2 IN THIS 
HE'S BEEN § 5 . 
ADOPTED BY . 
HIS UNCLE 
IN CHIBA. 

















LEFT HIM 
REPER- 
CUSSIONS. 


WHY HE TRAILS 
HIS LEG SLIGHTLY 
WHEN HE WALKS. 



















BECALISE 





SHINIUKU, WI YOU'RE DONG! 

EVERYONE SOMETHING 

PARTED TO THE OTHERS 
Ler You CAN'T DO. 


ie 





ANYMORE IF YOU 
JOIN OUR CLUB 











IT's STL 
BETTER THAN 
BEING TREATED 













THAT'S BECAUSI 
WE FRIGHTEN 
THEM WITH OUR’ 

FILTHY AND Di 
APPEARANCE! 














ZINN 
WY 


TWAS REALLY 
CURIOUS TO HEAR 
WHAT HE WAS 
GOING TO TELL 
‘ME NEXT. 





IT WAS IN 7 y AT THE AGE OF 11, 
SULY, AT THE HE WENT TO MAKE 
BEGINNING OF 
THE SUMMER'S 

HOLIDAYS. 








BY THE WINDOW OF 
THE TRAIN WHILE 
GOING TO HAKONE 
WITH HIS UNCLE'S 
FAMILY, SEVERAL 
TIMES BEFORE. 


AS THERE WERE 
SOME HIKERS 
AT THE STATION, 
HE DECIDED TO 
FOLLOW THEM. 


AND WHEN 
HE SAW THE 
MOUNTAIN, 
HE GOT OFF. 


HE TOLD ME THAT 
HE DECIDED To CLIMB 
A MOUNTAIN HE SAW 


HE TOOK THE 
ODAKYU LINE 
AT THE MACHIDA 
STATION HEADING 








THE HIKERS 
WERE WALKING 
FASTER THAN 


HE THEN 
FOUND HIMSELF 
‘ALONE ON AN 
UNKNOWN TRAIL. 


IN FACT, 

HE DIDN'T EVEN KNOW 
HE WAS IN THE SOLID 
MASS OF TANKAWA, THE 
LARGEST MOUNTAINOUS 
CHAIN OF THE FIELD 
IN KANAGAWA. 





i 
THERE WAS A PATH, 


BUT AT THE TIME THE 
TRAIL WAS NOT AS 
WELL WORN AND 
CLEAR AS THEY 
ARE TODAY. 





Rea) HE THOUGHT THAT HE 
WOULD EVENTUALLY 
END UP ARRIVING 
AT THE TOP IF HE 
CONTINUED. 


HE DIDN'T 

KNOW HOW 

LONG ITD 
TAKE... 





_— | 
| 


AND THEN 
THE SUN 
DAWNED. 


OF COURSE 
HE HAD NO 
MATERIAL, 
50 HE SAT 

CLINGING TO 
THE ROCKS. 


WET BY THE 
MORNING DEW, 
HE COULON'T 
CLOSE HIS 


TO DECEIVE 
HIS HUNGER, 
He SPENT THE |e 

ICKING 

ON CANDYS AND 

DRING THE 
WATER FROM 














I Guess 
YOU HAVEN'T 
BEEN EATING 

MUCH, ARE 
YOU HLINGRY 
2 


YESTERDAY'S 
LUNCH... 


HE ROSE 
HIS HEAD AND 
NOTICED THAT 
HE WAS JUST 

UNDER THE 


HE COULD 
SEE THE 
SHELTER. 











90 Your 
PARENTS: 
KNOW YOU 
ARE HERE 
? 

















HABLI HAD CLIMBED 
TONODAKE MOUNT, 
WITH A HEIGHT OF 
1490 METERS, GOING 
THROUGH THE EDGE 
OF OKLIRA, 


IT 16 THE 
‘MINIMUM OF 
A FOUR HOUR 

LONG WALK 
FOR AN ADULT. 








HE WAS VERY NIC! HIS UNCLE, 
Nerew WHO NEVER LAID 


TO HIS NEPHEW 
BUT HABLI SHOULD A HAND ON HIM, 
HAVE NEVER HAVE. BEAT HIM UP THAT 
GONE WITHOUT: SAME NIGHT. 
TELLING HIM. 











WHY DID YOu 
WANT TO GO TO 


IT'S BECALISE 


ty “Mw 
Hn 




















THE VIEW OF THE 
EDGES SPREADING 
IN THE HORTZON 
IMPRESSED HIM 


I DECIDED ON THAT 
DAY TO WELCOME 
HIM IN OUR CLUB, 

WITHOUT CONSULTING 





I. DON'T OFTEN 
HAVE THE 
OPORTUNITY 
TO TALK ABOUT 
THESE OLD 
STORIES. 


HE WASN'T 
$0 GOOD. 


KITO 
HODAKA MOUNT 
PASSING BY 
TAKIDANI MOUNT, 
KASHIMAYART 


THE EBOSHT 
MOUNT WHILE 
SWEEPING 
THE CHIMNEY 
CORRIDOR IN 
THE MIDDLE 
OF WINTER 


a 


a 


fi kbwva 




















THE VALLEY 

AND FILL IT 

WITH WATER 
2 





ME YOU'RE 
ALREADY 
DONE FOR! 





EVEN FOR A 
BEGINNER. 





















He FILLED THE 
| GOURDS, COOKED 
THE MEALS... WELL, 
HE DIDN'T ALLOW: 
HIMSELF A MINUTE. 
TO REST. 
































CONSEQUENTLY, 
HE ALWAYS WAS 
THE FIRST ONE 
BE TIRED OR 
SLOWING DOWN. 


recess 





WHEREVER WE WENT, 
HE ALWAYS BORE THE 
HEAVIER BAGS AND 
WORKED CONSTANTLY 


HARDER THAN ANYONE. 





IN A WORD, 

HE DIDN'T 
ATTRACT 

SYMPATHY. 


BUT HE ANSWERED 
THAT HE WAS FINE AND 
CONTINUED WALKING. 
TI'S TRUE WE NEVER 


HEARD HIM COMPLAIN, 


PARTICULARTLY 
NIMBLE IN HIS 
MOVES, WITH A 

PERSONALITY 
MADE OF STEEL, 
RIGHT, BUT 
ABRUPT AND NOT 
VERY TALKATIVE 


A GUY WHO TRIES 

THAT HARD SHOULD 

BE APPRECIATED BY 
HIS ELDERS, BUT 
THAT WASN'T THE 


IF YOU GAVE 
AN EASY TASK 
TO RELIEVE 
HIM A BIT, 
HE REFUSED. 


BREATHLESS, 
WE ASKED HIM 


ASSUME HIS 
‘SILLINESS, 








ee 


\ 
A ge 


G 


IT’S ONLY 
THREE YEARS: 
LATER, DURING 
‘SUMMER, THAT 


I DISCOVERED 


HE WAS. 
EXCEPTIONALLY 
GIFTED. 





UNTIL NOW T 
NEVER LET HIM 
TAKE THE LEAD, 

Bur... 


I ALREADY WENT 
WITH HIM ON 
VARIOUS CLIFFS 
TO TRAIN HIM. 








SO I DECIDED 
TO GIVE HIM 
THE LEAD AND 
SEE HOW HE 


IT WAS A 
ONE-CREST OF 
KITAHODAKA 
MOUNT. 


THOUGHT HE HAD 
‘A GOOD SENSE OF 
BALANCE, AND IT 
WASN'T THE FIRST 
TIME We WENT 

OVER THIS WALL. 




















TO SHIFT A 
LIrTLe err 
TO FIND AN 
EASIER WAY, 


BUT INSTEAD 





WATCHING HIM 
FROM BELOW, 
TT WAS HARD 
TO CONTAIN 
MYSELF. 





HE CHOSE ON 
PURPOSE TO 
CLIMB A VERY 
DANGEROUS 
way. 








YOU HAVE 
TO LEARN 


THE ROCK 
MORE THAN 
THAT! 








HE WASN'T 
WONDERING 
WHAT WAS THE 


SAFEST WAY. 





STARTED 
TO RISE. 





HE TOOK THE 
LEAD OF THE 
CORD MORE 
OFTEN WHEN. 
GOING UP THE 
MOUNTAIN. 











AND BE AT THE 
LEVEL OF THE 
NIMBLEST MEN 
OF YOUR CLUB, 
WHICH MEANT 
HE WAS ONE 
OF THE BEST 
OF JAPAN. 


HE LACKED 
EXPERIENCE 


TECHNICALLY 
HE COULD 
PERFECTLY BE 
COMPARED WITH 
THE BEST OF 
THE SEFLIKAT. 








HE IS SO SLOW 
WHEN HE HAS 
TO WALK WITH A 
BAG ON HIS BACK, 
BUT HE BECOMES 
ANOTHER MAN WHEN 
HE'S CLUTCHED 
‘ON A CLIFF. 





THOSE WHO 
OVERCOME TT, 
ARE AMAZING TO| 
WATCH. THEY'RE. 
NOT ONLY FAST, 











I RECOGNIZE 
HABL WAS A 
GIFTED ONE. 


L 


S 
a 
3 











gl vue | 


> 


ANI ee TH 


B 
ie 


THERE 
1S A BARRIER 
MOST PEOPLE 
CAN'T OVERCOME 
INSPITE ALL 
THEIR HARD 
WORK. 


Shas 


406 mm 


IN THE 
CLIFF'S 
WORLD 























= 








HE LOOKED 
SO LIGHT, 
LIKE SLIDING 
‘ON THE ROCK 








DURING THE TIME 
BETWEEN HIS 

FOURTH AND FIFTH 
YEAR SINCE HE 

JOINED THE CLUB fh 


HE TRIED 
ALL THE CLIFFS 
HE COULD FIND. 

IT'S LIKE HE 
WAS POSSESED. 


HE USED TO SPEND 
250 DAYS OF THE YEAR 
IN THE MOUNTAINS. IT 
ENTERED THE LEGEND 


HE CLIMBED 
CLIFF AFTER 
CLIFF ALL THE 
HARDEST ONES: 
IN JAPAN. 








MOUNT 
TSUITATET 
WA's FAMOUS 
VERTICAL 
CLIFF. 


IT IS ONE OF 
THE LONGEST 
ARTIFICIAL 
WAYS IN OUR 


HE ALSO DID 
NUMEROLIS FROZEN 
WATERFALLS AND 
NUMEROUS A-PICKS: 
IN THE MIDDLE 
OF WINTER. 





HE USED TO 
JOIN EVERY 
HIKING 


‘IT WAS CHEAPER 
THAN GOING 
BACK THE SAME 
WAY TO TOKYO. 


WE HAD 
TO PAY FOR 
ALL OUR 
EXPENSES, 
YOU KNOW. 








SHOWED UP, 
HE STAYED TO 
WORK LOADING 
GOODS. 














OPORTUNITY, 
HE WAS DOING 
A DIFFERENT 


THEY SEPARATED, 
AND HABL STAYED 
THERE UNTIL HE 











[THE MOUNTAIN 


au STAYING 

THAT'S ALL HE . THE phi 
WAS THINKING "AMOUNT OF 

: ‘ TIME IN THE 
MOUNTAIN 


BESIDES Tr, h : 

THERE WAS i rt | f Was 

NOTHING IN Fee a >) ALL WHAT 
HIS LIFE. we S «INTERESTED 


HABLL. 


YOU'RE 
JOKING. 
WE HAVEN'T 
THE TIME TO 
DO ANOTHER 
COURSE. 


WE WOULD 
You HAVENT "IE I PREFER TO BEFORCED TO 
COME HERE TO SIAC HERE, COME BACK IN 
‘SIT ON THE QuIETLY a THE MIDDLE 
SHELTER'S . S OF THE WAY. 
BENCH! a HaLr e 










AND WE'LL 
DO THE REST feds.” IT DOESN'T 
ANOTHER DAY! MATTER TF WE 






















































































DON'T HAVE 
’ ss THE TIME! WE 
ct : CAN STILL CLIMB 
iors OO i = ALITTLE BIT! 
IF YOU'RE 
NOT COMING! 
TILL GO ALONE! 

















WHEN R 
THERE WAS ig 


SOMETHING HE 

DIDN'T LIKE, 
& 3 HE VoIceD IT [Ey 
OUT LOUD. ARR og 


THERE WASN'T 
ENOUGH PEOPLE 
LEFT TO TEAM 
UP WITH HIM. 











MITSUTAKI 
PASSAGE IS 
TOO MUCH 


THE CLUB'S 
MEMBERS WERE 
GATHERED FOR 

ADINNER. 


THE 
DISCLISSION 
WAS VERY 








SOMETHING 
HAPPENED 
THAT SHOOK 
EVERYONE. 





YOU'RE THE 
ONE LEADING. 
YOU HAVE TO 
BEAR ALL HIS 
WEIGHT. 


|| HANGING ABove [ 
‘ THE VOID. 





HOWEVER IF YOU 
CUT THE CORD 
WHILE YOU STILL 
HAVE STRENGTH, 
YOU CAN SURVIVE. 


ESPECIALLY 
IF THE GUY IS 
YOUR FRIEND. 


SE sane Here, 
Yosa\ I WOULDN'T. 


T.WOULONT BE 
ABLE TO LIVE 





THAT 


PARTNER'S 
WEIGHT YOU 





GOOD QUESTION 


IF YOU WERE THE 
‘ONE HANGING ON 
THE VOID, I WOULD 
NOT THINK ABOUT 


MOREOVER, THE 
GUY HANGING 
IS STILL ALIVE, 
ISN'T HE? 


T WOULDN'T 
CUT IT, EVEN 
KNOWING 
THAT MY LIFE 
DEPENDS ON 
Ir. 





I WOULD 
cur IT. 




















YOU IS FRIEND 
WITH WHOM YOU 
CLIMBED WITH 
FOR YEARS! 
















‘AND IF YOU 
WERE THE ONE 

HANGING ON 
THIS VOID? 




















I's use- 
LESS To STAY 
HANGING AND 

DIE TOGETHER. 





ONE FALLING I 
WOULDN'T BLAME 
ANYONE FOR 
DOING THE 
SAME. 








AT FIRST, IT 
WAS JUST A JOKE 
STARTED UNDER 
THE EFFECTS OF A 
FEW GLASSES OF 























. I THINK 
IT WASN'T EASY HE REALLY 
TO UNDERSTAND BELIEVED 

WHAT WAS GOING [HAT 
ON IN HIS HEAD 















BIKHALU 
SANH... 




















WHAT 
WAS HABLL 
DOING AT 

KATMANDOL 
? 


FROM WHERE 
SPOLITED OUT A 
GLARE OF JADE 

AND CHEEKS 


WHAT MYSTERY 
WAS HIDUEN 
BEHIND THIS 

STARE? 








INVESTIGATING 
HABU'S PAST, 
FUKAMACHT 
HOPED TO FIND 
ANSWERS TO 
THE QUESTIONS 
OSESSING HIM. 





WHERE DID 
HE FIND 
GEORGE 

MALLORY'S 


CAMERA 
? 








HE HAD THE 
PREMONITION 
THAT HE WOULD 
‘SEE THAT MAN 
AGAIN. 
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BEHAVIOUR 
wHy DID 

















CLIMBERS 
WERE STL | 


THEY WOULD REST 
THERE FOR ONE OR 
TWO MILLENNILIM, 
UNTIL THEY END UP 
BEING THROWN 
AWAY BY THE ICE. 














IpHe FF 
DECIDED To | 4 
ERASE HABU 








JOUSI AND 





























WITHOUT A DOUBT, 
HE WOULD HAVE 
CHOSEN TO CHANGE 
HIS LIFE, LEAVING 
THE MOUNTAINS 
FOREVER, ALL THE 
WHILE KEEPING THE 
BITTERNESS TO 

HIMSELF. 


HABU 
JOU! AND 
MALLORY'S 

CAMERA 


THEY ARE 
THE LINKS 
WHICH STILL § 
JOINED HIM 
WITH THE 
MOUNTAIN 

AT THAT 
MOMENT. 











gi | IT WAS IN 1970, 

AT THE AGE OF 

26 YEARS OLD, 
THAT HABU 
ACHIEVED AN 








EVERYTHING 
BEGAN 


WITH AN 
EXPEDITION 
0 THE 


HIMALYANS 
BY THE 








THE FIRST THE FIRST 
ATTEMPT EXPEDITION 
IN THE OF THE cLuB 
HIMALAYAS. OUTSIDE 
JAPAN. 





YES, 
INDEED 




















THE AIM WAS TO 


REACH THE SUMMIT 


BY ITS FAMOUS 
SOUTH SIDE AND 


ITS UNEVEN 3000 





WE WERE 
AIMING AT THE 











FINALLY, THE 
MEMBERS OF THE 
EXPEDITION HAD 
TO PAY MOST OF IT 
BY THEMSELVES. 


WE WERE 






THE CLUB'S 
FUNDS, BUT 













FOR WHAT 
REASON DIDN'T 
HABU TAKE 
PART IN THIS 
EXPEDITION 
2 




















Bur 
THEY WERE 
TAKING ONLY 
ONE FIFTH OF 
THE COSTS. 





YOU ALSO HAD TO 
TAKE 4 MONTHS OF 
HOLIDAYS IN A ROW. 
IT WAS NOT EASY. 


ONLY THOSE 
WHO COULD 
PAY SUCH A 
SUM COULD 
TAKE PART 
IN THE TRIP. 

















HABU WENT 
DOOR TO DOOR, 
BUT HE WAS 
ONLY ABLE 
TO COLLECT 
ONE THIRD OF 
THE SUM. 














oy) FINALLY, HE 
DID NOT HAVE 
ANY OTHER 
































SENSE IF IT 
DOES NOT 


BUT WHAT! 
IT'S ME WHO 
SHOULD GO 








T'M Just 
‘THEY HAVE MONEY. ba TELLING THE 
TRUTH. 








ONLY TTOU 
UNDERSTOOD 
THAT IT WAS 
HIS IRRATIONAL 
LOVE FOR THE 
MOUNTAINS 
THAT PUSHED 
HIM TO MAKE 


COMMENTS. 
























































WHAT'S UP 
WITH HIM 
AGAIN 
? 


IT'S GETTING 















































I WONDER 
WHAT HE 
16 UP TO. 














| HE DIDN'T 
GO out 


DRINKING | 


js | WITH THE Uf 





























INOUE AS WELL 
WAS NOT PART 
OF THE TRIP, 
FOR FINANCIAL 





IT CAN GO TO 
EUROPE OR THE 
HIMALAYAS. 























HOWEVER, IT'S I CAN'T EVEN 
PEOPLE WHO DON'T IMAGINE PARTING 
EVEN SPEND 50 DAYS| eet | FROM IT FOR 
PER YEAR ALONE Ri) EVEN A Day, 
IN THE MOUNTAINS a . 
THAT SCALE THE 
HIMALAYAN PEAKS. 


Yi) Ht 
HA 








WE WOULD 
HAVE SPONSORS 
THAT WOULD 
GIVE US MONEY! 


IT’S NOT DIFFICULT : 
YOU HAVE TO ACHIEVE 
SOMETHING THAT 
NOBODY DID BEFORE! 











WOULD 
YOU COME 
WITH ME TO 


hw 


il 


YOU LIKE 
TO COME 
WITH ME 














TM TALKING| 
‘SERIOUSLY. 


\\ 


N 
ni N 





ONI-6URA 
DURING WINTER, 
IT's IMPOSSIBLE. 


SUICIDE. 








i THIS 
NAME COMES 
FROM THE 
CONTRACTION 


NO SURABU, 
“THE PAVING 


STONE WHERE [ 


DEMONS KILL 
THEMSELVES". 


CLIFF THAT 
EVEN DEMONS 


CAN'T CLIMB 











THE PLACE 
1S FAMOUS 
FOR ITS 
AVALANCHES 

NoBoDY THAT RESULTS| 
FROM THE fy 

TILL THEN, d oo 
HAD EVER 

DARED To ecale ie 

THOSE CLIFFS 
DURING WINTER. 
‘ONI-SURA WAS: 


CLIFFS YOU CAN 
FIND IN JAPAN, 

















WOULD NOT 
BE ABLE TO 
BEAR IT! 





THEY LEPT FOR THE 
HIMALAYAS ONLY 
BECALISE THEY HAVE 
MONEY. AND US! WE 
WHO ARE BETTER 
THAN THEM, WE 
STAY HERE! CAN 
0 You BELIEVE THAT 
YOU'LL BE ABLE TO ee 
HEAR THEM BOAST BY 5 
TELLING US THEIR 


EXPLOITS ON THE 
ANNAPURNA? 





WHAT'S THE 
MEANING OF 
YOUR LIFE 


AVALANCHE 


STAYING HERE 


WITHOUT DOING 
ANYTHING! 











IN HIS. 
BABYISH 
DEFIANCE TO 
DISSIPATE HIS 
‘SUFFERING BY 
ACCEPTING 
THINGS AS 
THEY WERE, 
HE SEEMED 
OBLIVIOUS 
AT TIMES 


DURING 
THE WINTER, IT 
HAPPENS THAT 
SOMETIMES ON 

CERTAIN DAYS, THE 
TEMPERATURE 

RISES A FEW 
DEGREES. 


HIS SUFFERING 


HIMSELF BE 
FORGIVEN TO 
FORGET. 


THIS CLIFF IS NOT 
IMPOSSIBLE TO 
CLIMB, ALTHOUGH 
‘SOME CONDITIONS 
‘MUST BE FUL- 
FILLED. 


T HAVE THOUGHT 
LONG AND HARD 


2 ANNOT: ABOUT ONI-SURA. 


PROPOSING 
THIS TO YOu 


AND WHAT 
ARE THOSE 
CONDITIONS 








WE'LL ONLY 
HAVE TO REACH 
THE SUMMIT 
BEFORE THE 
TEMPERATURE 


WITH THE 
GOOD WEATHER, 
‘THE SUN WILL 
MELT THE SNOW 


AND WILL CLEAR 
THE PATH. 


We MUST 
HAVE A CLEAR 


WE'LL ENTER 
BY THE BASE 
OF TAKIZAWA 
‘MOUNT, THEN 
WE'LL BIVOUAC 
AT THE END OF 


ONLY NEED TO 
‘SET UP CAMP 
AT THE ENTRY 
POINT AND WalT 
TILL ALL THE 
CONDITIONS 
‘ARE MET. 











; . THEN, DURING 

TIVE ALREADY THE NIGHT, THE 
SCALED THIS ‘SNOW WILL 
CLIFF MANY FREEZE, AND 

TIMES DURING i 

THE SUMMER. 


THE FIRST | [4 
ASCENT OF 
ONI-SURA 
IN WINTER 








Scanned by vensu 
Translated by Kabuto 
Edited by vensu 
Checked by Mad_Doktor 


Released by : #blackout@irchighway.net 
http://www. blackout-mangas.cjb.net 








CHAPTER 5 



















































































































I DEFEATED 
THE DEMON SLAB! 


a ghee 





ee 


N\A a — 7 
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aN 60 
sastore Lone 
ucinees exe uP 
tmeny vases 10. Hanes 
One 6” One 
HORE THAN ANYONE 
ELSE, HABU YEARNED 
FOR THE OVERSEAS MOUNTAINS - 
THE ROCK WALLS OF THE 
EUROPEAN ALPS, = 
THE PEAKS OF THE 3 


HIMALAYA - BUT NO 
OPPORTUNITY 
EVER CAME. 

















CHAPTER 6 


THE PRICE 
OF THE MYTH 
















BECAUSE 
MISTER HABU 
|S A MEMBER. 











‘THE MISTER 
HABU WHO SCA- 
LED THE DEMON 
SLAB IN WINTER. 





APRIL, 1474, 
BUNTAROU 
KISHI, EIGHTEEN! 
YEARS OLD AT 
THE TIME, 
BECAME A 
MEMBER OF 
THE SEIFUU 
MOUNTAINE- 
ERING SOCIETY| 














WOULD YOU 
PLEASE TELL 
ME ABOUT 
‘THE DEMON 








«| STARTED GETTING 
MARRIED AND 
HAVING KIDS, 





DISTANCES FROM 
DANGEROUS 
ROCK WALLS, 





YOU GOING 
TO NEXT? 





‘SOMEONE 
TAKING 
ALIKING TO 
HIM... WAS 
SOMETHING 
HABU WASNT 
USED TOO. 


MAYBE YARI 
IN THE NORTH ALPS. 





FLUMMOXED BY 














MISTER HABU, |" 
YOU REALLY 


‘AMEAN JOKE, ARE TOUGH! Ge 


‘MISTER HABU! 























v) TREMENDOUSLY 


* | FOOT PLACEMENT. 


ON SOME ROCK 
FACES THE 
DEGREE OF 

DIFFICULTY OF THE 
CLIMB CAN VARY 


DEPENDING ON 











START WITH 
YOUR LEFT 
FOOT THERE! 











4] AND HABU DIDN'T 


FIND KISHI'S 


PARTICULARLY 
BOTHERSOME. IN 


“| FACT, ONE COULD | 





ya TAGGING ALONG 
























THEY TOLD ME HE DIED 
HED GONE 10 THE MOUNTAR 
NORTHERN ALPS CLIMBING. 
IN WINTER AND 
BEEN BURIED 
BY AN AVALANCHE, 





MY FATHER 
DIED WHEN: 
I WAS NINE 
YEARS OLD. 




















AFTER THAT, 

I WENT TO MY UNCLES: 
HOUSE IN SHIZUOKA 

UNTIL HIGH SCHOOL. 









AND AFTER | 
GRADUATED, | CAME 
OUT TO TOKYO. 






















MY MOTHER DIED 
OF CANCER WHEN: 
1 WAS TWELVE, 








IVE GOT 
ASISTER 
THREE YEARS 
YOUNGER 


HE TRULY RAISED 
ME LIKE WAS 
ONE OF HIS: 
OWN CHILDREN. 


CONNECTION TO 
KISHI, WHOSE 
‘CIRCUMSTANCES: 

















CLIMBING IN 
HIS NATURE, 





WATCHED FROM 
DISTANCE LIKE 
THIS, THEY'RE 
ACTUALLY 
EXACTLY, 


ITKINDA 
REMINDS 
ME OF... 






































IF YOU CHASE ABE AWAY, \¢ XQ). 
THERELL BE NO ONE . 
LEFT WHO WILL 
GO CLIMBING WH YOU. 























ITS ABSOLUTELY 
IMPOSSIBLE 
WITH YOUR 


‘STRENG) 


‘AND THERE 
YOU TAKE 
TO ROCKS 

AGAIN. 


TO KEEP GOING 
ON TO TAKIDANI 





WOULD BE FINE, 
BUT WERE 
TALKING ABOUT 
TAKIDANI 
IN WINTER. 








IF | BECOME A 
BURDEN, YOU 
CAN JUST GO 


IF YOU END UP 
IN DANGER | DONT 
CARE IF YOU 
CUT THE ROPE! 


























HABU AND 
KISHI 
ENTERED THE | 
NORTHERN 
ALPS 
TOGETHER IN 
DECEMBER, 








MILDLY 
SLOPED 








ITS STILL 
‘THE FIRST DAY. 














I'M KEEPING UP AS 
MUCH AS | 
CAN TO AVOID 
DRAGGIN YOU 
DOWN, 
MISTER HABU 





YOURE DOING IVEHAD TO 
P| MUCHBETTER REASSESS 
THAN| YOU SOME, 





7S. 
BEEN MY DREAM 
TO CLIMB AS 
‘YOUR ROPE PARTNER 





IT'S PRECISELY 
PEOPLE LIKE YOU 


IF YOUWANT TO mivereo? Wt 


DYING ON 
KEEP CLIMBING 
YOU HAVE TO AMOUNT 


BE ALIVE, 


17'S THE ROCK 
OR THE HARD 


NOW YOURE 
JUST BEING 
RIDICULOUS! 


IM DETERMINED 
TO TRY TO KEEP UP 
WITH YOU, 
MISTER HABU, 


IF ICOULD CLIMB 
‘THE EUROPEAN ALPS: 
‘AND THE MOUNTAINS 

IN THE HIMALAYAS 



























































ARE YOU 
ALL RIGHT?!? 














IGING IN 
MIDAIR BELOW 


HANG 








™ 


CAN PULL HIM 
UP FROM THIS 
POSITION! 


1 COULD 
HOIST HIM 
UP USING 

MY OWN BODY 


FLL WIND UP 


EXHAUSTED AND 
OUT OF STRENGTH! 





THEN WE'D PROBABLY 
BOTH END UP DANGLING 
IN MIDAIR UNDER THE 
OVERHANG, WOULDN'T WE? 











‘ABLE TO PULL 


RUNNER, AND 











HABU HAMMERED 7), 


IN TWO PITONS, 
AND USED THEM 
TO SECURE HIS. |/ 


THROUGH A 


RUNNER FOR THE P= 


TIME BEING. 




















pe 


I'VE JUST 
SECURED 
MYSELF! 


WHAT DO YOU THINK? 


CAN YOU CLIMB 
UP ONA 


COULD IT BE... 
THAT KISHIS 
INJURIES 


TERRIFYING. 








HABU 
STRAINED TO 
PEER OVER 
THE EDGE, 
‘AND COULD |} 
JUST SEE 
ABIT OF 








THE LEVEL OF 
| IMPACT FROM 
THAT WOULD 

BE SEVERE, 


‘AND THE 
ENTIRE FORCE 
OF GRAVITY. 
WOULD BE 
TAKEN BY 
‘THE SAFETY 
BELT AROUND 








KISHI HAD 
PLUMME-| 
TEDA 
DISTANCE | 

OF THIR? 
METERS, | 











HE REALIZED THAT 
SUCH AN IMPACT 
WOULD CAUSE 
CONSIDERABLE 
DAMAGE TO KISHI'S 
ORGANS AND SPINE. 














Now STOP 
TALKING! 




















THOUGH IT WAS | 
AWASTE, HE 
HAD TO KEEP 
CALLING OUT 











IF WE JUST | 
STAY LIKE 











HAVE TO. 
ASK FOR 
~ \ SOMETHING... | ~ 




























os cut 








































































































‘AND THERE | 
HABU FOUND 
‘THE ALL TOO fi |. 


HE 
WANDERED 
‘ABOUT THE 
AREA 
WHERE 
KISHI 
WOULD 
HAVE 
FALLEN. 





























HABU TOLD THE 

SAME STORY TO 

THE POLICE AND [> 

THOSE IN THE 
SEIFUU 

I MOUNTAINEERING 

SOCIETY. 

















MOUNTAINEE- 
RING SOCIETY. 





“IF IT WERE: 

HABU HAD ME, ID CUT 

SAID THose | | THE ROPE 
EXACT WORDS. 


{ 
i | YEAH, BUT... 
| THEY SAY THE END OF \ 


THE ROPE HAD SEVERED \ 
‘AFTER SCRAPING 
ON THE ROCKS. 
















BUT YOU COULD EASLY 
FAKE SOMETHING LIKE 
\ THAT AFTER THE FACT, 
COULDN'T YOU? 























‘OF COURSE, 





RUMORS WERE 


PREGNANT WITH A 
‘SENSE OF TRUTH 
WAS BECAUSE 
‘THEIR SUBJECT 
WAS JOUJI HABU. 
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FIRST TO CLIMB |} 


MOUNT 
TANIGAWA'S- 


fy| TAKIZAWA GULLY 


IT WAS OF 
LESS 
DIFFICULTY 























BUT WHAT WAS: 
‘50 AMAZING 
ABOUT HASE 


WAS THAT HE'D | 


‘SCALED THE 
ROUTE ALL BY 
HIMSELF, 
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CHAPTER 7 


THE WINDS OF 
THE SUMMIT 











HOW CONSCIOUS 

< WAS JOUJI HABU 
OF TSUNEO HASE 
|. AT THE TIME 








HE WAS ONLY 
THREE YEARS 
‘YOUNGER THAN HABU, 
BUT... 

















DIFFERENCE 
WAS ABOVE ALL 


ELSE, 
THEIR INDIVIDUAL”, 
PERGONALITIES AND’ 





"© COMPARED TO 
HABU, WHO ALWAYS 
VEILED HIMSELF 
IN SHADOWS 





HASE HAD A 
WIND-LIKE FRESHNESS 
‘ABOUT HIM IN BOTH 
HIS TEMPERAMENT 
‘AND CLIMBING STYLE 



































IN JOUJI HABU 
THE MAN 
HIMSELF, 














GRANDES 
JORASSES HAD 
BEEN FOUNDED 
IN THE EARLY 70S 
AND WAS NOW A 

FULL-SCALE 

JAPANESE 

MANUFACTURER 











IF IT'S FOR ABOUT 
AN HOUR. | THINK. 
1. CAN FIND THE: 
TIME FOR YOU 

































































1 BROUGHT HABU 
INTO THE COMPANY 
AS OUR FIRST 
FIELD TESTER. 




















IT'S GOTTEN A 
BIT LONELY FOR 
A MOUNTAIN 
PERSON. 


THANKS TO THE 
‘SKIING AND OUTDOOR 
BOOM, IN THE PAST 
THREE YEARS WEVE 
EVEN STARTED MAKING 
THINGS LIKE CANOIES. 








I WAS ORIGINALLY A 
MOUNTAIN CLIMBER SO 
1M USED TO DOING 
EVERYTHING MYSELF. 














Ul A 





IT WAS 1477 WHEN 





WHO'D LOAD SOME 
HEAVY GEAR ONTO 
|THEIR BACK AND WALK 
UP TO A SUMMIT IN 


































I THINK IT WAS AFTER 
‘THAT THING WITH THE 
‘SEIFUU MOUNTAINEE- 

RING SOCIETY... WHEN HE 
QUIT BECAUSE OF THE 

SEVERED ROPE INCIDENT. 





1 HEARD THROUGH 
‘THE GRAPEVINE 
‘THAT HABU WAS 

LOOKING FOR 

WORK 





HAD YOU MET HIM 
BEFORE THAT TIME, 
MISTER TADA?: 





‘$0 THEN | GOT IN 
TOUCH AND MET 





(SES IN THE FIELD 


BEFORE THEY 
WENT ON THE 
MARKET, AND 
THEN STATE HIS) 
OPINIONS ON 
THIS OR THAT 











AND BEING THAT SAME 
HABU WHO DID THE 
DEMON SLAB, 














WED LIKE YOU TO. 
TEACH SOME 


ROCK AND MOUN- 









































DEPENDING 
ON THE SITUA- 
TION, YOU 
MIGHT EVEN 
ACT AS THEIR 














AR- 








WHAT 


CAN | GET YOU 





00 YOU | be 












AS A SHOP: 
EMPLOYEE, CUS- 
TOMERS THAT 
CAME LOOKING 
FOR CLIMBING 
GEAR WOULD 
‘SEE YOU FOR 



















HE COULD TAKE TIME fi 
OFF WORK ANY TIME. 
AT ALL TO GO CLIM- 
BING - THAT CONDI- |. 
TION MADE IT POSSIB- 

LE FOR HABU TO 
FINALLY WORK AT A 




















HIS WORK AS AN 






ADVIGORATA | 

CLIMBING GEAR "| He ONLY HELD 

SHOP CALLED | “SY THE JOB AS 

"GAKUSUIKAN" Js. °°) TESTER FOR . 

CONTINUED FOR |*"<| GRANDES [>< 

EIGHT YEARS, | JORASSES FOR |. 
‘AreW SHORT Pe 





BN, 
S 





2 YEARS, BUT... 
be | 








































‘SUMMER, 1977... 
HABU CLIMBED 












































HE'D BECOME 
ANGRY AT HIMSELF 
BOR BEING AFRAID 

OF THE ROCK AND 
WANTED TO 
PUNISH HIMSELF, 
HED BATER HIS 
HANDS ON THOSE 
DIFFICULT ROCK 









































TWAS DRINKING 
‘A BEER IN CELE- 
BRATION WITH 
HIM AT THE LES- 
‘CHAUX HUT. 

















FELT S0 COM- 


_/ TOTHINK 
WEVE DONE 
THE THREE 
MAJOR 
NORTH 
WALLS OF 
THE ALPS, 














DOING ANY WALL AT 
ALLIS NO BIG DEAL 
IN SUMMER, 





THE NORTH 
WALLS HAVE 
0 BE DONE IN 
WINTER. 
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BUT THATS NOT 
SOMETHING YOU 
SAY TO THE 
PERSON YOU'D 
JUST COMPLETED 
THE THREEE 
GREAT NORTH 
FACES WITH ONLY 
MOMENTS EAR- 
LIER. 





OUR EXPENSES WERE 
BEING COVERED BU 





50 NOW I FAINTLY 
UNDERSTOOD THE 
REASON WHY HABU 





1977... 


FEBRUARY. 




























THIS WAS 
THE ACHIEVEMENT 
WHICH THRUST 
TSUNEO HASE'S NAME 
UP FROM THE 
JAPANESE TO 
‘THE WORLD STAGE. 


OF COURSE, 

HE WAS THE 

FIRST IN THE WORLD 
TO SCALE THE 
MATTERHORN'S 

NORTH FACE 
IN WINTER, 

WHAT'S MORE 

HE DID IT SOLO. 









~ CHAPTER 8 
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IN BORTH ROCK CLIMBING 
‘AND ICE WALL CLIMBING, 
THE NORMAL METHOD IS 
FOR TWO OR MORE PEOPLE 
TO PROGRESS JOINED BY 
ROPE, BUT WHEN GOING 
ALONE... 


























A) RAWAL Fist [ 
YOU HAVE TO 








YOU CLIMB ARE 
DOUBLED. 














pe MS 16 want 
6, Means 10 
S617 cums soo 


a 
































UNABLE TO 
‘SLEEP IN THE 
HAMMOCK, 
HE'D SUSPEN- 











BEFORE HIM, 
|WHETHER DREAM 
OR HALLUCINA- 












































HASE WAS NOW THE DAR- 
» LING OF THE CLIMBING 


WORLD ACROSS THE GLOBE - 


MARCH 4, 1978... 
FOLLOWING HIS ASCENT. 
| OF THE MATTERHORN, © 
TSUNEO HASE COMPLE- 
TED THE WORLD'S FIRST. 
SOLO CLIMB OF THE 
_ EIGER NORTH FACE 





MUST 
FINALLY HAVE 
‘YOUR NEXT 
TARGET IN 


RECT? 


JORASSES IS 
‘THE ONLY ONE 
LEFT, $0... 





WOULD BE AN 


UNPARALLELED 
FEAT IN THE 
HISTORY OF THE 
MOUNTAIN CLIM- 
BING WORLDWIDE, 


TWOULD IMAGINE. al 


‘SINCE I'VE COME 
THIS FAR, | CANT 


AND NEXT 1) "00 ANYTHING 


YEAR THE 

GRANDES 

JORASSES! 
WALKER SPUR. 


TO ACCOMPLISH 
‘THE THREE MAJOR 
NORTH WALLS AS 
A SINGLE PERSON 
‘ON SOLO CLIMBS 








YOU DID THE 
MATTERHORN 
LAST YEAR... 


THE EIGER 





‘THE UNEXPECTED 
ROUTES REMAINING 
TO CONQUER ARE ALL 
WALLS OF HUGE DIFFI- 
CULTY AND DANGE- 
ROUSNESS. 




















IPS BEEN DIFFICULT CON ne 
FOR US JAPANESE 
FINALLY THE NAME 
CLIMBERS WHO 
OF A JAPANESE 
‘CAME TO THE EURO- 
‘CLIMBER WILL BE 
PEAN ALPS QUITE 
TE HISTORICA ry nO 
Hae He et GLOBAL HISTORY OF; 
MOUNTAINEERING, 


















IF IM ABLE TO SUC- 








‘THE ACT OF CLIMBING THIS: 
WALL WOULD SIMPLY CLOSE 
THE LAST PAGE ON THE 
HISTORY OF THE MOUNTAINE- 
ERING IN THE EUROPEAN 
ALPS, WOULDN'T IT? 








IT CAN BE SAID THAT THE 


WALKER SPUR OF THE GRAN- 
DES JORASSES IS THE LAST 
STILL GREAT WALL OF THE EURO- 
PEAN ALPS. 





I WOULD LIKE 
TO LEAVE MY 
NAME ON THAT 
HISTORICAL 


1 WOULD BEG 
YOU ALL FOR 








‘is | THE WALKER SPUR ON GRAN- 
DES JORASSES IS ONE OF THE 
INWINTER, THE TEMPERA-. 
I CAPER Jo MOST DIFFICULT WALLS IN THE 
BETWEEN MINUS EUROPEAN ALPS 


‘THE WINDOWS AND THE 
‘SNOW STORMS: 
LASHES PEOPLE WHO 
DARES TO CLIMB IT. 


“THE WALL THAT EATS | 
PEOPLE" - THATWAS °7 We <Q 
THE GRANDES JORAS- 


E95 NORTH FACE : 43h 























WAS THAT THE LEVEL 
OF DANGER OF THE 
CLIMB WAS SUBS- 
TANTIALLY HIGH, SO 
THEY COULDN'T 
BRING THEMSELVES 
TOOK. 





‘BUT, THE 
REAL ISSUE. 











50 THERe WAS NO 
HELPING IT IF 
HASE WAS GOING 
TO BE FIRST. 





IT WASN'T JUST JAPAN. | 
IMAGINE MOUNTAINEERS 
AROUND THE WORLD MUST 
HAVE BEEN THINKING LIKE 
THAT. 


‘THERE WERE PLENTY 
OF CLIMBERS, NOT 
JUST HASE, WHO 
‘SET THEIR SIGHTS: 
ON THAT WALL. 


YOU MIGHT THINK 
“WELL, IF HASE'S 
GOING TO 
ATTEMPT IT. 


PEATE AAEAN 


‘THEN I'LL DO IT 
FIRST", BUT IN 
REALITY YOU 








THERE WAS JUST 
ONE MAN WHO 


BUT WHY WAS HABU 
THAT ACTIVELY CONS- 
CIOUS ABOUT HASE'S 


WAS JOUJI 


HE CLIMBED YOU'RE AWARE OF THE 
STORY OF HASE SCA- 
LING THE DEMON 
‘SLAB, AREN'T YOU? 











50, YOURE SAYING 
HASE DOING THE HE O10 IT AS 
DEMON SLAB WAS PRACTICE FOR 


A SHOCK TO HABU? 





DID THAT DEMON 
‘SLAB, HE CONSULTED 
WITH HABU ABOUT IT? 





IT HAPPENED 
AFTER IT HAD e 


/ I THINK IR'LL BE A 

‘TEST OF OUR NEW 

MODEL OF CLIM- 
BING BOOTS, 


i "UP ZZZEZE 














GENIUSES 


8 

At 
3 
st 
Zul 
BE) 


TING OF THE TWO CLIMBING. 


fi 










































































60 YOURE 











‘THE HASE THAT CLIMBED 


HEARD TELL OF ‘THE TAKIZAWA GULLY 
YOUR EXPLOITS ‘ALONE, RIGHT? 


ON EVEREST T00, 


IN... WAS IT 1470? 




















HASE WAS A 
(MAN WITH A 
|WARMTH ABOUT 
HIM MORE LIKE 
RAYS OF SUNLI- 
GHT THAN 
BODY HEAT. 





BEGAN TO TALK. 


WHAT A 


I'D REALLY LOVE TO 
HEAR YOUR STORIES: 
ABOUT THE DEMONS: 


STROKE OF 
LUCK TO WIND 
UP MEETING 


YOU HERE LIKE 
THIS, MISTER 


THERE ARE NO OTHER 
WALLS LIKE THAT IN 
JAPAN, 
‘THERE AREN'T EVEN 
‘THAT MANY LIKE IT 
IN THE EUROPEAN 
ALPS. 








ITS JUST... MY 
LUCK WAS 








AFTER | DID 
IKIND OF TOOK A Ae 

LOOK AT THE DEMON WA SU 

‘SLAB, AND IT WAS 7 
REALLY BONE- 


| WONDERED, WHAT 
KIND OF PERSON 

WAS THIS HABU GUY 
TO SCALE SOME- 
THING LIKE THAT? 





NOT SURPRISINGLY, | 
THNK THE BIGGEST 
PROBLEM WAS THE 








IWAS BLESSED 
WITH ALL THE 
RIGHT CONDI- 

TIONS ON THAT 














WHICH AREA DID 
‘YOU STE UP YOU 


BIVOUAC, MISTER ers 


SCALE HE ROCKS 
_| |wrtHour cerrine 
PERPLEXED? 











(AT THE TIME | HAD 
TO AVOID AVALAN- 


$01 SET UP THE 
BIVOUAC UNDER AN 
OVERHANG ON A 
THIRTY METER ICE 
WALL ON F4, 


YOU'RE CONSTALTY 
‘ON GUILLIES WHERE - — ‘SHOWERED BY 


THERE'S A DANGER OF 
FALLING SICK WHILE 
PRR Aauancies, THe PULL ENDL: CLIMBING, 
Cu CLIMB BECOMES ONE RED IT. 
THAT DEMANDS . 


50, HOW DID YOU 


ITWAS TOO HANDLE THE ICE CAS- 


CADE ON Fé - FOR 
DANGEROUS TO 
CLIMB THE ‘YOU, THE ONE DIFFI- 


HANG BELT 
DIRECTLY. 





IPS A SURE THING 
YOULL MAKE IT 
THROUGH TO THE 
UPPER RIGHT AREA. 





THE DEMON SLAB, fj 

FROM THE STARTING 

IPOINT 10 THE END OF 
cuMB. 








1 FOUND A 
HOLD THERE 
OF ABOUT 
FIVE MILIME- 
TERS. 








ie si 
wear 
LOOKED MORE ABOUT... THE 


Pe uA LAST ICE 
WALL, AFTER 


BUT I THINK IF YOU 
CAN ENDURE THE 
FALLING SNOW 
‘THERE, YOU CAN 

















‘YES, ILL BE ENTE- 
RING TANIGAWA 
TOMORROW. 




















THE DEMON SLAB IN 
= WINTER, HAD PRODU- 
"CES SO MANY DEAD 

BODIES IN THE PAST 


THAT PEOPLE 
STOPPED THINKING 


J 
g 


“ABOUT THE CLIMB. 














TSUNEO HASE STANDING 
‘THERE DID NOT LOOK LIKE 
AMAN WHO WAS ABOUT 
TO ATTEMPT A PERILOUS 
ASCENT THE NEXT DAY 
































‘THE DEMON SLAB WAS: 
MERELY A PRELUDE 


I THINK THAT WOULD 
HAVE BEEN A REAL 
‘SHOCK TO HABU, 









































MORE THAN JUSTA 
FAINTED VESTIGA- 





























DOING IT ON 
HIS OWN 











YOUVE GOT IT 
WRONG! HABU, WE 
AREN'T THE ONES: 


sj | THAT PAID TO SEND 








TOLD HIM 
‘YET. 


HOW COME THIS COM- 
PANY DISHES OUT 
MONEY TO PEOPLE 

OTHER THAN ME AND 

SENDS THEM TO THE 

GRANDES JORASSES? 








HE'S BEING 
SPONSORED 
BY TEM 
OTHERCOMPA- 
NIES LIKE 










a 


WE ONLY fy) Y 
‘SUPPLIED HASE Y HASE DECI 
WITHA TINY BIT S m DED 10 00 IT 
OF MONEY AND ‘4 

GEAR. 


HE PLANNED 
IT HIMSELF, 
AND HE'S 
GOING HIM- 
‘SELF. 








MOVIE COMPA- 
NIES, TV 


STATIONS, 





LISTEN, THE REASON HASE'S. 
ATTRACTED SPONSORS |S: 
BECAUSE OF HIS ACHIEVE- 
MENTS ON EIGER AND THE 















FOR NOW, FLL 
LOOK INTO 
GETTING YOU 
‘THE TIME OFF. 






HABU DIDN'T 
WAIT FOR THE 
PERMISSION: 
TO COME. HE 
QUIT "GRAN- 
DES JORAS- 









MIZUNO, THE MANA- 
GER OF GAKUSUIKAN, 
GAVE HIM PERMIS- 
SION FOR A MOTH 
| OFF, SO HABU WAS 
‘ABLE TO SETTLE 
THINGS THERE 
WITHOUT WAITTING. 





| HABU LEFT 

|| JAPAN ~ THREE 

=== DAYS BEFORE 
|tAsES ‘SCHEDU- 





=== 


FAR BEYOND THE 
__ DISTANT SEA OF 
~ CLOUDS, JOUJI 
HABU'S MOST EXTRE- 
__ ME CLIMB AWAITED. 


- THATWOULD — 
LATER BE CALLED 
MIRACULOUS. 








